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ask the    expert
The cabinet Studio (canada) Inc.

 RAFIH STYLE      LIFe & STYLe

Many of our readers are dreaming of their perfect kitchen, so 
we’ve asked Leigh and Tereza Hello to take a few minutes 
to answer some of your questions. This mother-daughter 
award-winning design team has been nationally recognized 
for offering unique personalized solutions for your cabinetry 
needs and has done so locally for over 15 years.

How do I define my design style?   Today, the lines between 
traditional and contemporary styles are starting to blur, each 
taking components from one another.  This “transitional” 
look may help satisfy your longing for warmth and comfort 
while keeping the lines clean and uncluttered.  Your cabinet 
designer will help you make sense of it all and find the right 
style for you.

What are the latest trends in cabinet design?  Cabinetry 
design takes their lead from the fashion industry.  Jewellery-
like hardware is taking the place of basic pulls and knobs 
and animal print in couture is being mimicked with the use 
of exotic, engineered and reconstituted veneers.  Many of 
these materials are recycled making them attractive to green 
conscious consumers. Another hot look is inset cabinetry. 
This is not your builder’s basic framed box. This is a classic 
cabinetry look that when designed properly is simply 
breathtaking.  Also, lifestyle trends should be discussed when 
designing your dream room.  It is one thing to be impressed 
by a design and quite another to still enjoy and love those 
choices ten years from now.

Why use drawers instead of roll-outs?  Although roll-outs 
in cabinets are easier than shelving, drawers are the most 
efficient option.  Drawers not only give your project a unique 
look, they glide out with the touch of your pinky and can 
hold and organize a lot more than shallow roll-outs. Soft-
closing drawers (and doors) should now be standard but ask 
about the newest option: the Servo-Drive.

Is it true that going green is an expensive option?  Yes, it 
is an upgraded option to go 100% green but many clients 
are adamant about the VOC-Free boxes. However, our 
manufacturers now offer water-based stains and colours 
with a beautiful furniture-finish as standard.  

Do I need to discuss my budget?  Your cabinet designer 
will discover your budget after they present the price to you, 
so why not give them a range to work with during the first 
meeting so they can design accordingly to ensure they suit 
your needs with a stylish, unique and functional design?  
The rule of thumb is 25% of your homes value but budgets 
should be realistic to reflect your personal lifestyle.

What does maximizing space mean?  This means every 
cabinet interior has a purpose and makes the most efficient 
use of the space. Your kitchen design should suit your needs 
today and well into the future.  Just by organizing the design 
properly you could save 15 minutes in your daily routine 
adding two full workweeks back to your personal schedule 
each year.  

Remember you are doing more than just purchasing cabinets 
you are investing in Service, Expertise, Style and Design.

Leigh Ann & Tereza Hello, owners 
of The Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc.
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519.974.4477 toll free 1.877.604.4334 www.TheCabinetStudio.ca        

Tereza and Leigh Ann Hello

"The Candy Store for Cooks"
FOOD EQUIPMENT.COM

Riedel swirl decanter set with 
4 stemless red wine glasses, 

gift boxed at 

50% off. 
Reg. $94.00  Sale $46.95

Store hours, Mon.-Fri., 8am-6pm and Saturday, 9am-4pm.
2150 Ambassador Dr., Windsor, Ontario  P. 519-969-1919 F.519-969-2245
E. chefstore@williamsfoodequipment.com www.williamsfoodequipment.com

GREAT CORPORATE GIFT IDEA
NEW FROM RIEDEL
THE WINE GLASS COMPANY 

“This is not your builder’s 
basic framed box”

We will give you the 
Kitchen that fits your lifestyle
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      ADVERTISEMENT

Tereza and Leigh Ann Hello

The home and office of Tereza and Leigh 
Ann Hello brings to mind the first day of 
spring. They warmly greet and gesture 
me into a room of fan back decorative 
chairs with cheery, efflorescent cushions 
in the colours buttercup and salmon. 

I can’t help but be convinced these two are 
serious about their creative design endeavours. 
The room I sit in is airy and idyllic with its 
natural light resting peacefully on a line-up of 
golden picture frames encasing photos of their 
friends and family. 

There is nothing superficial about this mother 
and daughter duo who dedicate much of their 
time and energy towards their business, The 
Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc. Tereza Hello, 
president and principal designer and Leigh Ann 
Hello, designer and project coordinator, prefer 
to show rather than tell of their dedication to 
their custom cabinetry business. It is evident 
the hearts of this unique business team are in 
the right place, considering their enthusiasm for 
customized cabinetry has extended its way to 
their own home.

Without a conventional showroom for the past 
ten years, these women are convinced this offers 
an enhanced opportunity for staying on top 
of the latest products available in each aspect 
of the design process. Tereza and Leigh Ann 
work alongside a creative team of designers, 
artists, custom finish carpenters and experts in 
their respective fields (including appliances, 
countertops, hardware, etc.) to deliver a unique 
and seamless quality project.  Tereza and Leigh 
Ann reflect on their business travels, even their 
drives through snow storms to consult with 
customers in various parts of Western Ontario, 
Michigan and even New York. Both Tereza and 
Leigh Ann affirm they are always just a phone 
call away-- ready to cater to your personal 
requests and concerns at any given time.  In 
terms of practicality, a showroom would merely 
collect dust, a business motivation out of line 
with Tereza and Leigh Ann’s objective for direct 
client interaction.  

With the majority of their clientele based in 
Michigan and Ontario, Tereza and Leigh Ann are 
constantly on the move; allowing for periodic 
visits to appliance showrooms, hardware 
boutiques and countertop warehouses where 
they keep informed of the best and most recent 
design options for their clients. They do not stop 
at just cabinetry design, but rather ensure every 
component of your kitchen or bath coordinates 
to enhance the entire space. They also learn of 
the specifics concerning your family dynamics; 
your sense of style, your likes and dislikes. 
These factors are important building blocks 
for the construction of a more personalized 
kitchen or bath space--factors which cannot be 
deciphered by merely visiting a kitchen and 
bath showroom.   

Tereza and Leigh Ann believe personal visits 
to their clients’ home makes the results of the 
consulting genuine, as the customer’s sincere 
wants and needs naturally develop.  These 
meetings allow ease and comfort for the 
customer to fully express themselves and cues 
design insight for Tereza and Leigh Ann. In 
keeping with catering to their clients they also 
take the time to bring their clients to their trade 
associate’s boutiques and warehouses to view 
the latest products. The customer can directly 
choose from an abundance of various materials, 
where they can take home samples to ponder. 
After all, as Tereza makes it known, natural 
lighting has the power to change and alter the 
look of a surface setting -- an example of the 
nuanced details that go into planning your most 
desired kitchen or bathroom look. 

Lighting’s impression on a surface exemplifies 
Tereza and Leigh Ann’s precise attention to detail 
and consistent work ethic.  Even with projects 
scattered throughout Michigan and Ontario, 
both are craftsmen of time; they efficiently 
deliver you the beautiful functional kitchen you 
want, with an everlasting quality. 

Moreover, Tereza and Leigh Ann are visionaries. 
You may struggle to imagine your future kitchen 
or bath or may even experience a lack of time to 
visualize a layout. With sketches, 3D drawings, 
computer layouts and consistent communication, 
you will receive a well-rounded perspective of 
your future project. The combination of Tereza’s 
traditional hard-working morale in line with 
Leigh Ann’s modern youthful exuberance makes 
one wonder how anyone could have operated a 
similar business single-handedly.  

The fusing together of their personalities brings 
together a comprehensive and accurate proposal 
of your desired kitchen, bath or any other 
cabinetry project. 

Both also keep current with the latest in kitchen 
and bath design trends and have had their 
own work recognized by nationally known 
professionals in the design industry.  They have 
won awards given by the National Kitchen & 
Bath Association (NKBA), a leading organization 
of the finest professionals in the kitchen and bath 
industry. Tereza and Leigh Ann have also had 
their design work, as well as their own writings, 
published in national magazines such as The 
Art of Luxury Living: Kitchens, and The Art of 
Kitchen & Bath Design: Designer Baths. 

With two hearts in the business there is a lot of 
warmth and a whole lot of passion put towards 
your design project. Additionally, Tereza and 
Leigh Ann’s hearts extend to a variety of 
community and charity efforts. Both demonstrate 
their successful working team relationship 
with their shared commitment to local literacy 
programs in Windsor and Michigan schools 
alike, as well as their dedication to the Windsor 
Chapter of The Crohn`s and Colitis Foundation. 

This spring, The Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc. 
is proudly celebrating its Fifteenth Anniversary 
of dedication to unique cabinetry designs and 
personalized customer satisfaction. 

Operating business almost exclusively by 
word of mouth referrals, I wonder how a 
business can succeed for so many years. Leigh 
Ann confidently assures, “word of mouth will 
circulate; whether you are really good or really 
bad.” With an impressive number of years in the 
business, two exclusive designer labels attached 
to their company name (Couture and Stiletto 
Designs), recognition in local and international 
publications and multiple design awards, it is 
not difficult to see why word continues to spread 
of this dynamic mother-daughter design duo.

519.974.4477    www.TheCabinetStudio.ca    1.877.604.4334    
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Going green is not a fad, it’s our responsibility.  As of 
September 2010 the Canadian Government has regulated the 
amount of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) emitted into 
the environment by a number of commercial and consumer 
products such as paints, finishes and varnishes. 

Let’s begin with what VOCs are and the importance behind 
them. Volatile Organic Compounds have been listed as toxic 
substances according to the Government of Canada since 2003. 
These are carbon-containing elements (or gases) that evaporate 
into the atmosphere contributing to the creation of the smog in 
our air. 

Taking steps to reduce VOC emissions and thereby helping 
reduce the smog will prove to be beneficial to such areas as:

- Agriculture, Climate, Forestry and Human Health

Some startling short-term and long-term symptoms/health 
risks related to VOC emissions include:

Acute                         Chronic
• Eye, nose and throat irritation       •Cancer
• Headaches         •Liver damage
• Nausea/vomiting        •Kidney damage
• Dizziness         •Nervous system damage
• Asthma or worsening of symptoms

When purchasing green cabinetry for your home there are 
three main areas to consider: the hardware, the box material 
and the finishes.

Hardware
Environmentally friendly hardware and drawer slides should 
be 100% recyclable and made completely of metal and polymers 
with no plastic components. This being said, you do not have 
to compromise the durability or functionality of the convenient 
soft-close of your doors and drawers.

Box/Case Material
The core concern about the case material is the type and amount 
of formaldehyde (VOC) used. There are two types: urea, a high-
emission formaldehyde and phenol, which is a low-emission 
formaldehyde. PureBond and Uniboard are the leaders in 
manufacturing low/zero-VOC plywood and particleboard   
sheets. PureBond actually has a plywood that uses a soy-
based chemical to replace the traditional urea formaldehyde 
altogether. 

When  choosing  the box material, plywood is a bit more 
expensive than particleboard. There is a NU Green zero 
particleboard that emits almost no VOCs, is recycled and 
recyclable and is more resistant to water damage than 
traditional particleboard.

Finishes
Water-based finishes are the most safe and environmentally 
clean finishes available because they use pure water for dilution 
and cleaning instead of the more traditional toxic solvents. 
Don’t be satisfied with companies that only use low/zero-VOC 
sealers. You should insist that the entire finishing process is 
VOC-Free, including all paints, stains, glazes and topcoats. 

Durability is another benefit that quality water-based finishes 
provide. They stand up to scratches, material stains, sun and 
other types of damage far better than many other traditional 
finishes.  

When choosing cabinetry for your home there are many green 
options available and you should never have to sacrifice style, 
functionality or durability for the safety and health of your 
family.

By Leigh Ann & Tereza Hello, 
The Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc.

Use this checklist to ensure you receive the greenest, 
most environmentally friendly cabinets for your home:

q Stain – 0 VOCs

q Paint – 0 VOCs

q Glaze – 0 VOCs

q Sealer & Top Coat – 0 VOCs

q Case – NU Green Zero Particleboard /PureBond Plywood

q Recyclable Soft-Close Hinges

q Recyclable Undermount Soft-Close Slides

CLEAN AIR
KITCHENS



We promote healthy living by offering the greenest

CLEAN AIR KITCHENS
 in North America as a standard product line
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519.974.4477 toll free 1.877.604.4334 
www.TheCabinetStudio.ca        

What Makes The Cabinet Studio 
Stand Out From The Rest

Design with Personality 
                 (since 1995)

Designing Beyond the Studio  Proudly working showroom-
free for the last 11 years, they have become a pioneer in offering 
the ultimate, genuine personalized service their clients have come 
to expect. Catering to clients needs on their time schedules in their 
own environment has allowed TCSCI to capture each individual’s 
unique style and personality.  By choosing the honest professional 
team at The Cabinet Studio, you’ll enjoy the entire experience and
 know that you are being catered to every step of the way.

Unique and Award Winning Designs  They have won many awards from the 
NKBA, and have been published in International Magazines showcasing their knowledge 
and design expertise. When you purchase cabinetry from The Cabinet Studio your Couture 
design will be marked with a designer label identifying it as unique to only you!

High Quality Cabinets  Every design reflects a sense of elegance and charm with 
quality that is timeless. Creativity, detailed amenities, and sophistication are all hallmarks 
of their crafted Couture Designs. They also offer the only water-based cabinet finish in the 
city, making their cabinetry the greenest with the lowest VOC emissions, for your safety.

Detailed Designs & Competitive Pricing  Initial measurements are accurate figures 
assuring that the details of the design you fall in love with can actually be implemented in 
your home. As well, their “quotes” are actual prices, not just rough estimates for the design 
presented to you! There will be no surprises because you will know the FINAL price before 
you sign!

Ultimately, they are driven by the old adage: 
“Treat people the way you want to be treated”

Leigh Ann and Tereza Hello
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In 1995 Tereza Hello opened the
showroom doors of The Cabinet Studio
(Canada) Inc. in Pillette Village. The
Cabinet Studio’s displays have been fea-
tured at the Windsor Home Show, and their
signature “pillar” logo has been seen in var-
ious ads throughout the City.  In 2001 they
decided, in the interest of their clients, to
offer an on-site service, hence closing the
doors of the Pillette Village Showroom.
Working without a showroom has been a
rewarding experience, as it allows the
designers to work closely with each of their
clients, across Canada and the United
States, in their home, building site, or even
at their work place. The Cabinet Studio
(Canada) Inc. prides itself on catering to
you, the client, and YOUR schedule.  

Tereza is the owner and principal
designer of The Cabinet Studio (Canada)
Inc. Tereza and her team are proud mem-
bers of the National Kitchen & Bath Assoc.,
Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce
and Executive Women International. Her
daughter Leigh Ann Hello joined this illus-
trious award-winning team of professionals
in 2005. Celebrating their 12th anniversary
this dynamic duo is at the forefront of the
business, bridging generational gaps and
ensuring that everyone involved in the
process maintains the genuine personal-

ized touch Tereza founded the business on. 
The Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc.’s

extended family has forged tight relation-
ships with each other as well as with each
individual client. Designer Bobbi Froese
has been a part of the family for nearly a
decade, contributing almost twenty years
of industry experience. She collaborates on
projects and creates magnificent hand-
drawn pencil perspectives.  The Cabinet
Studio (Canada) Inc. also works hand-in-
hand with a select few of exceptional
Interior Designers in Canada as well as in
the United States. Their trusted cabinet
suppliers build whatever they design with
the finest finishes and craftsmanship in the
industry, and their skilled, dependable
installers complete the tailored designs,
making them a dream come true. 

As a family-owned company you can
feel confident that The Cabinet Studio
(Canada) Inc. stands by their products,
designs and service.  Tereza and her staff
make it their top priority to ensure that their
clients are completely satisfied. The objec-
tive of the initial meeting is to tap into your
personal style, and the functional needs of
you and your family. They then collaborate
with their team and come up with a design
that will maximize your space, enhance
your home and create an enjoyable area

you will love for many years to come. When
choosing The Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc.
for your tailored cabinetry needs you can
be assured that you will not only receive a
beautiful, unique design for your home, but
that they will be by your side every step of
the way, including periodic site checks
throughout the entire process. They make
sure that everything from the initial design
to final installation runs as smoothly as
possible. Knowing that building a new
home or remodeling your existing home
can be an extremely trying period, you can
feel confident that any room The Cabinet
Studio (Canada) Inc. creates will be one
less worry for you.

Please visit their online showroom at
www.TheCabinetStudio.ca to view creative
designs in kitchens, baths and more, and to
read testimonials from several of their
clients and your neighbours. Also, don’t
miss their first national article ‘En Suite
Dreams’ in Designer Baths • Book V (A
Kasmar Publication), available in your local
bookstore this August! TDM
Photograph is an actual project designed
by The Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc.

Beyond The Studio
Tapping into your personal style and needs to create a dream kitchen

(519) 974-4477www.TheCabinetStudio.ca
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Tereza and Leigh Hello

BUSINESS/ POSITION:

This Mother-Daughter Design Duo are the

Owners and Principal Designers of The

Cabinet Studio (Canada) Inc.

WHAT DRIVE’S YOU:

We are both driven by the old adage: “Treat

people the way you want to be treated”. 

We make sure that every design is tailored,

every interaction is sincere, and every client is

completely satisfied at the end of each day!

THREE OF YOUR FAVOURITE THINGS OR

PLACES IN WINDSOR AND ESSEX COUNTY:

We love walking our beautiful riverfront, driv-

ing out to the county for sushi and ice cream,

and shopping all the different boutiques

throughout the city.

YOUR GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

Tereza:  My beautiful family - because of

them I am able to enjoy what I do and 

thoroughly satisfy all my clientele with not

only exceptional service but also unique

designs while keeping their families in mind.

Leigh: Completing my Business Degree at

the University and now having a career that I

love every day and can actually see myself

retiring in!

We are also both proud of all our philanthropy

work, especially watching all the smiles during

the events we organize each year for our

inner-city kids.
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